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Delivering Tasmania’s
state of the art health
facility
Welcome to the RHH Redevelopment project!

In this issue…
In the June 2017 edition you’ll find:
How Green Does Your Garden
Grow? Landscaping in K-Block
Up, Up in the Sky. It’s a Bird, It’s a
Crane! Some fun facts on the
Redevelopment’s tower cranes
Building Safely – the role of
occupational hygienists

The RHH Redevelopment is delivering a state-of-theart health facility for generations of Tasmanians to

One-Stop for Patients – testing
admissions desks for K-Block

come.

More than Signage – wayfinding for
the refurbished areas

RHH Redevelopment News provides information and

The ‘Icing on the Cake’ – new
equipment for mental health

updates on the project.

About Guymer Bailey Landscape

You can also find information about the project by

What’s New?

visiting the website:

Name the Titan Crane kids
competition

www.rhhredevelopment.tas.gov.au

Meet the Team

Or email the project at:
redevelopment.rhh@dhhs.tas.gov.au

How Green Does
Your Garden Grow?
It’s inpatient beds and operating theatres that
come most frequently to mind when you think
about hospitals.
Outdoor spaces help patients too. That’s why a
number of external areas and courtyards have
been included in the K-Block design.
Landscape Architect, Rod Waddell, understands
the value of landscaped external areas in the built
environment.

“The proposed courtyards are critical in providing
patients, family and staff with access to fresh air
and light.”
“Research continues to prove that access to green
environments can increase cognition, improve
mood, boost immunity, lower stress levels and
speed patient’s recovery,” Rob said.
Project architects, Lyons Architects, have included
outdoor areas on the Campbell Street
streetscape, the ground floor patient arrival and
departure area, within the mental health wards on
levels 2 and 3, and the paediatric and adolescent
units on level 6.

Ground floor courtyard design, image courtesy of Guymer Bailey Landscape.

“External spaces have been designed as an
extension to the healthcare provided within the
hospital itself, allowing patients to recover both
indoors and out. Access to natural sunlight,
natural surroundings, and green vistas all
contribute to patient’s psychological and physical
wellbeing by offering a restorative environment,
or ‘home away from home’,” Rob said.

Landscape Architects, Guymer Bailey Landscape,
has been engaged to design all of the external
areas and courtyard. Rob Waddell has been
working with the RHH Redevelopment, hospital
staff including those form the paediatric and
mental health units, and indigenous
representatives, to develop and finalise the design.
Rob said that the landscape design will showcase
the Tasmanian environment.

Level 2 open mental health unit outdoor space, image courtesy of Guymer Bailey Landscape.

“The landscape design promotes the Tasmanian
landscape by prioritising the use of native species
which are endemic to Tasmania. Twelve of the 14
plants species that will be used will be local
Tasmanian plants,” Rob said.



“The landscape spaces will all be constructed on
podiums, which means that they will be rolled out
concurrently with the building development and
completed towards the end of the overall building
construction.”



The paediatric ward will have an ‘Antarctic’
theme. This theme will continue into the
paediatric courtyard design and will feature a
custom-designed play structure/cubby house
inspired by the shapes and forms of icebergs.
The principles that will guide the landscaping
design for K-Block include:


strong connection with nature – access for
patients, staff and visitors to gardens,
greenery and fresh air





assist in reducing the vertical mass of the
buildings to create human scale and
comfortable spaces
flexible courtyard spaces for hospital wards
which balance active and passive recreation
for users
outdoor gathering spaces of various scale
including niches and nooks where users can
feel a sense of retreat/escape from the
hospital environment and
minimise feeling of enclosure through
carefully planned courtyard layouts and
planting.

Keep reading to find out more about
Guymer Bailey Landscape.

Up, Up in the Sky. It’s
a bird, It’s a CRANE!
Two tower cranes will be used to build K-Block.
Tower cranes are tall cranes that can lift and lower
heavy building materials during construction.
32 tonne is the maximum load each of the tower
cranes can lift.
50 metres is the length of the boom.
118 metres is the maximum height of tower crane one
from ground level.
123 metres is the maximum height of tower crane two
from ground level.

Building Safely
The first priority of construction projects is
keeping patients, contractors, staff and visitors
safe. The RHH Redevelopment has a team of
occupational hygienists on board to help.
The role of occupational hygienists involves
anticipating, controlling, preventing and managing
hazards that can affect the health and wellbeing of
people in workplaces including hospitals.
The workplace hazards they deal with can be
biological, chemical, physical, ergonomic and
psychosocial.

75 metres is the height of the plant room for the
helipad. It’s the highest point on K-Block that must be
reached by a tower crane.

The occupational hygienists on the
RHH Redevelopment focus on dust and noise.
They were key to oversighting the rectification
works and the inspection and testing regime that
ensured the temporary inpatient facility was safe
for patients.
They provided advice on the testing, remediation
and removal of asbestos during the refurbishment
and demolition works.
Jaso tower crane image courtesy of Titan Cranes Facebook.

For perspective, 51 metres is the approximate
height of the RHH’s A-Block on the corner of
Campbell and Liverpool Streets.

They have also provided advice on reducing dust
entering the hospital during demolition works and
associated air monitoring.
References
International Labour Office, Workplace Health and Safety Information,
Chapter 30 – Occupational Hygiene
Prospects – Job Profile – Occupational Hygienist
Wikipedia, Occupational hygiene, 2017

One-Stop for Patients
Patient services like reception, admissions, the
waiting area and the cashier will all be located on
the ground floor of K-Block.
The RHH inpatient services team is responsible
for greeting and helping calm the nerves of
patients and families so they can navigate their
admission to hospital. They’ve already started
work on making the new admissions area of KBlock as user-friendly as possible.
Inpatient services manager, Lisa Wickham, is
working with the team to test prototype
admission desks.
A prototype is a basic model that helps assess
how something will work and whether it is the
right thing for the job.

“The areas we refurbished in C-Block meet all the
required standards, but there were some learnings
that could make admissions in K-Block more userfriendly,” said Lisa.
Lisa explained that meeting the needs of patients
and visitors required different solutions.
“The space where ward clerks greet patients and
relatives and do their administration is fairly
straight forward. Admissions staff work one-onone with patients and they have to be able to sit
closely with them, explaining and showing forms,”
she said.
The team have been looking at options where
they can be positioned closer to the patient and
ensure there’s as much space for admissions desks
as possible.
“We’re looking towards the future, where more
of the team will be working from one area. We
need to make the most of the space we have.
“As a result we’re looking at a mixture of two
options, a high/low desk for ambulatory patients
and side by side desks for people in wheelchairs
for example. So we decided to do these
prototypes to have a look at it,” Lisa said.
Lisa said the prototype had received positive
feedback from staff.
Design changes are now being made to the floor
layout because of the success of the prototype
admissions desk.
You’ll find inpatient services staff on each ward
and in the day surgery unit, main theatre
admissions, ambulatory care and in the central
admissions on the ground floor of the RHH’s main
building, C-Block. There is also staff at the
Repatriation Centre and Nephrology South,
St Johns Park.

Members of the inpatient services team with the disability design
admissions desk prototype, from left to right: Fiona Harris,
Donna Wright (sitting), Jacqui Blake, Christine Doyle and Lisa
Wickham.

More than Signage

The ‘Icing on the Cake’

Local graphic artists, Futago, are on a mission to
help patients and staff get to and from over
20 new clinical areas refurbished as part of the
Redevelopment’s decanting strategy.

Donations often provide the personal touches to
the hospital. New equipment or furnishings can
help make a patient’s hospital stay a little more
comfortable.

New signage has already been installed for
refurbished wards and services.
Wayfinding at the major hospital entrances and
the key decision making points continue to be
challenging for many people during their journey.

The department of psychiatry has bought furniture
and entertainment consoles with proceeds from
the Fairbrother charity swim that raised more
than $17 000 for mental health last year.

Daniel at the Consumer Engagement Committee.

Daniel Zika and the Futago team have been talking
with users including volunteers and new staff at
the June RHH staff orientation session, about the
difficulties and potential solutions.
They’re taking a four step approach to the
solution: discover, define, create and realise.
Discovering the current challenges and looking at
the wayfinding design for K-Block for connections.
Defining the traffic flows, signage hierarchy and key
locations.
Creating and testing a sign guide including maps.
Realising a new approach to wayfinding including:
developing the tender specifications that will
procure the new wayfinding tools.
They wayfinding consultancy is scheduled to be
finalised in August 2017.

The new J-Block has more comfortable seating
available in the recreational areas on both floors
and a new massage chair for the high dependency
unit’s de-escalation room. Two arcade games are
also available so patients can have some down
time.
Nurse Unit Manager Psychiatry, Deb Solomon
said, ‘Patients are absolutely delighted, as is staff."

About Guymer Bailey
Landscape

What’s New?
Did you know that the RHH Redevelopment’s
webpage has a range of information on the
project?
K-Block will ensure more efficient water and
power use and minimise carbon emissions. You
can find out more in the fact sheet Environmental
Initiatives in K-Block.
Over $110 million of subcontracts have been
awarded on the RHH Redevelopment since April.
In conjunction with in-ground works currently
underway, work on the materials and systems
needed for K-Block can also now begin. See
Redevelopment Subcontracts Awarded for more
information.
The Project Governance and Management fact
sheet has been updated to include new members
of the Executive Steering Committee.

Principal landscape architect, Rob Waddell

Guymer Bailey Landscape is a landscape design
specialisation within Guymer Bailey Architects.
Since its inception in 1989, Guymer Bailey has
been committed to integrating landscape design
with architecture through all of their projects.
Guymer Bailey Landscape was formed in 2009,
when Rob Waddell returned to the practice as
principal landscape architect.

The first of two tower cranes that will help build
K-Block is scheduled to arrive in July 2017.
To ensure public safety when the crane arrives,
there will be a temporary change to Campbell
Street access. Access to the emergency
department and the Liverpool and Argyle Street
RHH entrances will remain the same.
More information on the cranes will be available
soon.

He leads a dedicated and enthusiastic team of
landscape architects and urban designers with a
wide range of expertise and experience.
Guymer Bailey’s landscape architecture team
recently won the Architecture Institute of
Architects Hayes and Scott (QLD) State Award
for Small Project Architecture for the Frew Park
Arena Play Structure in Milton, Brisbane.
Concrete laid in the centre of the site marks the bottom of the 12 lift wells
for K-Block with more concrete pours and installation of precast concrete
elements to continue. Image of the construction site, 2 June 2017.

Name the Titan Crane

Meet the Team

RHH staff will help name the two tower cranes
that will build K-Block by casting the deciding vote
on the winning names during August.

David Orpin is a senior project manager for the
RHH Redevelopment. Here are five things about
David:

The naming competition will be open to children
aged 7 – 12 years enrolled in one of Hobart’s
primary schools.
Two pairs of names will be shortlisted by the
Consumer Engagement Committee and RHH staff
will have the chance to vote for the pair they
prefer.
Information on the cranes and how to enter the
competition will be available on the project’s webpage
www.rhhredevelopment.tas.gov.au/announcements/201
7/name_the_titan_cranes from Monday, 3 July 2017.

Number 1 – David has worked for the
RHH Redevelopment in a number of roles and is one
of the original team members, joining in 2010.
Number 2 – As a senior project manager, he has dayto-day oversight of the work of the Managing
Contractor ensuring it is progressing to time and to
the required specifications.
Number 3 – He has a professional qualification in
mechanical/electrical engineering and has previously
worked in asset management service for the
Department of Health and Human Services and for the
private engineering firms, SEMF Pty Ltd and Kingston
and Associates Pty Ltd.
Number 4 – He is a volunteer fire fighter with the
Grove Fire Brigade as 2nd Officer.
Number 5 – David lives in the Huon Valley with his
partner Jane and their two children, Catherine, aged
12 years and William, aged 9 years.

